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SUBJECT: LIBEL ACTION AGAINST PRESIDENT MARCOS, ET AL 
REF: STATE 207789 

SUMMARY: EMB RECEIVED NOTE FROM DFA ON SUBJECT CASE 
WHICH EMB UNDERSTANDS WILL ALSO BE DELIVERED TO DEPT 
FROM PHIL EMB. SOLICITOR GENERAL WILL DEPART FOR 
WASHDC ON 9 SEPT TO PERSONALLY HANDLE MATTER AND WISHES 
TO CONSULT WITH DEPT. REQUEST ALL ASSISTANCE POSSIBLE 
BE PROVIDED SOLICITOR GENERAL AND GUIDANCE GIVEN EMB 
ON REPLY TO DFA. END SUMMARY. 

t. EMB HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING NOTE FROM DFA ON SUBJECT 
CASE: QUOTE THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PRESENTS 
ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICAN AND HAS THE HONOR TO REFER TO CASE NO. C75 
1725RHS, STEVE PSINAKIS, ET AL VS. FERDINAND E. MARCOS, 

ET AL., NOW PENDING BEFORE THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT, 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA. THE CASE IS FOR 
LIBEL AND CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT LIBEL. PARA THE 
DEPARTMENT WISHES TO CONVEY TO THE EMBASSY ITS VIEW 
THAT PRESIDENT FERDINAND E. MARCOS AS HEAD OF STATE 
IS IMMUNE FROM SUIT. PARA IT IS APPROPRIATE TO RECALL 
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THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PHILIPPINES HAS, IN CONSON- 
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ANCE WITH ITS RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW, 
CONSISTENTLY ADHERED TO THE POLICY OF ENFORCING IN 
PHILIPPINE COURTS THE RECOGNIZED IMMUNITY FROM SUIT OF 
FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS AND THOSE OF THEIR OFFICIALS WHO 
ARE IMMUNE FROM SUIT. PARA ACCORDINGLY. THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE PHILIPPINES HAS THE HONOR TO REQUEST THAT 
APPROPRIATE STEPS BE TAKEN TO HAVE THE CASE DISMISSED. 

PARA THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AVAILS 
ITSELF OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO THE EMBASSY THE 
ASSURANCES OF ITS HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. END QUOTE 

2. SOLICITOR GENERAL INFORMED EMB TODAY THAT IDENTICAL 
NOTE WILL BE SENT FROM PHIL EMB TO DEPT. HE ALSO 
STATED THAT HE PLANS TO TRAVEL TO US ON TUESDAY. 9 SEPT 
ON PANAM FLIGHT 842. HE WILL SPEND COUPLE OF DAYS IN 
SAN FRANCISCO AND THEN GO ON TO WASHDC. HE WOULD LIKE 
TO CONSULT WITH LEGAL ADVISER S OFFICE ON CASE AND 
PHIL EMB WILL BE REQUESTING APPOINTMENT. 

3. PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF NOTE, EMB LEGAL OFFICER DISCUSSED 
SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL WITH SOLICITOR GENERAL. HE INDICATED 
GOP MAY RETAIN LOCAL ATTORNEY. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS APPARENT SOLICITOR GENERAL UNDER 
PRESSURE FROM PRESIDENT MARCOS TO RESOLVE MATTER IN THE 
MOST EXPEDITIOUS AND QUIET MANNER POSSIBLE. HE 
REPEATEDLY REFERRED TO MANY INSTANCES THAT HIS OFFICE 
HAD MADE APPEARANCE IN COURT TO REQUEST COURT ACTIONS 
AGAINST USG BE DISMISSED. HE SPECIFICALLY REFERRED TO 

A MOTION TO DISMISS WHICH HIS OFFICE FILED 

LAST WEEK IN AN OLD CASE AGAINST THE SUBIC BASE COMMANDER. 
WHILE ATTEMPT WAS UNDER TO DISPEL HIM OF IDEA THAT USG 
COULD TAKE ACTIVE ROLE, HE OBVIOUSLY WILL SEEK SUCH 
ASSISTANCE. IN THIS CONNECTION, HE WILL REQUEST INFOR- 
MATION ON PROCEDURES NECESSARY FOR GOP TO FORMALLY 
REQUEST THE DEPT TO SUGGEST SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY TO COURT. 
SOLICITOR GENERAL HAS ALWAYS ATTEMPTED TO BE HELPFUL TO 
EMB IN RESOLVING A MYRIAD OF LEGAL PROBLEMS THAT 
CONSTANTLY ARISE BETWEEN OUR GOVERNMENTS; THEREFORE, 

EMB REQUESTS THAT ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE AND COURTESIES 
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BE PROVIDED HIM. 

5. AS DEPT WILL APPARENTLY ALSO RECEIVE ABOVE CITED 
NOTE FROM PHIL EMB, REQUEST GUIDANCE ON REPLY EMB 
SHOULD PROVIDE DFA. 

SULLIVAN 
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